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Pearls of the Vile

Ttie Pioneers

(in alphabetical order)

Pearls of the Wile - The Pioneers is the second free electronic publication

of ‘Women of Egypt” which commemorates the 138" Birthday of Huda
Shaarawi, the leader of the Egyptian suffragette movement. It also
highlights the achievements, contributions and pioneering efforts of the
suffragists, the leaders, the fighters and the role models who paved the
way for the liberation, education and advancement of Egyptian women.
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Pearls of the Nile is dedicated to all strong women.

“May we know them. May we be them. May we raise them.”
— Unknown
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Huda Shaarawi — ) 2
(1879-1947)

Leader of the Egyptian suffragette movement, Sharawy not only
influenced women in Egypt but throughout the Arab world. In
1910, she opened a school for girls. In 1919, she helped organize
the largest women’s anti-British demonstration. In 1923, she
founded the Egyptian Feminist Union, which she led until her
death. In the same year and upon her return from a women’s

conference in Rome, she removed her veil in public for the first
time, in front of a big crowd.
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Lieutenant Ibtisamat Mohamed Abdullah
) 2e daaa clalady) a Dl

Lieutenant Abdullah was the first woman to join the armed
forces in 1948, and the first woman to take part in a

contemporary war in the Arab world. She served in the
military hospital in Gaza.
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Zahira Hafez Abedin — (s J38la 5, )
(1917 - 2002)

A pediatrician and rheumatic heart specialist, Zahira
Abedin pioneered in the field of social pediatrics in the
Middle East in the fifties. She launched a national campaign
to fight rheumaticheart disease, one of the leading causes of
mortality among children in Egypt at that time. She
founded the Association of Egyptian Women Doctors and
was editor of the first issues of its journal.
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https://www.facebook.com/thewomenofegypt/photos/a.1129966223764490.1073741881.975082552586192/1019212344839879/?type=3
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Dawlat Abiad — Cal g
(1894 —-1978 )

Dawlat Abyad was a pioneer theatrical actress. In 1917, at

the age of twenty-three, she played the role of Queen
Jocastain Oedipus Fell. In the cinema, she played a partin
Zeinab, the first Egyptian silence movie produced in 1930.
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Inji Afflatoun — &9 )
(1924 — 1989)

Efflatoun was a feminist and political activist as well as an
artist. At the beginning of the 1940's, she was one of the first
women to attend the Faculty of Arts at Cairo University. In
1950, Efflatounjoined the Youth Committee of the Egyptian
Feminist Union. In 1951, and together with other female
activists in the organization they organized the Women's
Committee for Popular Resistance, to coordinate women’s
efforts in the resistance movement against the British
Gy b Al Aadly Gl dlalieg &l & sl o
b Ol A il sl slall sl e sl s culS el )Y
AasYL cllal) Lad" | ¢ Ml caadll (V400 ale 4 3 0l dada
Y am bl yal) daglie adaiil "dpedl) daglaall dpliall daadl
(it



Women of 59%5 - 20l7

Gamila El Alayly — (A5 dlian
(1907 — 2011)

A pioneer author and poet, Gameela El Alayly was the only
female member of Apollo Poetry Group, founded by Ahmed
Zaky Abou Shady, the pioneer of this poetry style.She
published two poetry books and several novels. In 1949, she
published, together with her husband, the literary magazine
Ahdaf, which stayed in circulation for 20 years.
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Aziza Amir — sl 33155
(1901-1952)
The first female movie director, Amir was widely regarded among
the pioneers who established the Egyptian movieindustry.In 1927
she acted, directed and edited the movie "Leila" at the age of 26.

She produced, acted, directed and wrote many movies that later
became landmarks in the Egyptian movie history.
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Marie Asaad — 2l gl

Marie Assaad is an anthropologist, activist, and one of the earliest
social scientists writing on the issue of Female Genital Mutilation
(FGM). Marie began her work on FGM in the 1950s and was one
of the first women to focus the research on FGM in Egypt and
Northern Africa. She is credited for bringing the attention of the
Egyptian governmentto the issue of FGM, and fighting to ban the
practice.
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Rawya Attia— dabae 4y )
(1926 - 1997)

In 1956, Rawya Attia became the first woman to be
commissioned as an officer in the army and held the rank of
captainin a female commandounit. She played an active role in
the Suez War and helped train 4,000 women in first aid and
nursing amid the war. Attia was also the first woman to be
elected to parliament in 1956.
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Samiha Ayoub — <8 dasen
(1932 -)

The Queen of Arab Theater, Samiha Ayoub graduated from the
Theater Institute in 1953 and joined Al-Qawmmy Theater (The
National Theater). Samiha was the director of the Modern Theater
(1972-1975) and became the director of the National Theater in
(1975-1985). For her outstanding career, they named the big hall in
the National Theater after her, in a celebration that took place in
2015.

O3l dgaa e ¢ Al ) B Lde bl Al s cpl Aapen i jAS
Ao e cuaie Clad | gl # sl 48 8 ) Caacail g V4OV Lle daa il
L;Ajﬁ\c).uml\ ?Lc g «Y4ve ey Yavy L’JAB)E\ dmaiuﬁaj\ CM\
asl 3] A yusall L) sdial Lay Sig VAAA Ja g VAVO (s yull DA

LYoo ale Jliia) 8 el sl A Sl Ae ) e (gl dapan d3ldl)



Women of 59%5 - 2ol7

B AT

i g deal® Syl =3 oY) Aeemi 33

.", [(EULAEE ’ , ’ !t -y .J’:’\ P

B A T
L R P ’ Q .i‘-uu‘.d,_.
e Ll ey ? L P

.w.““-“' ’

? Rl o
R R

[
,.A:IWG—‘- q S ey
‘ oty o " .,-:M,
i ’ .-pate,l
N g A d
sy &) » ot
‘w ’ -:;“

Naima el-Ayoubij, first female lawyerin Egypt on the cover of
“Al Aroussa"Magazine in 1933.
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Wadeeda Mahmoud Azab - Q& dgaaadddg
(1919-2006)

After graduating from faculty of law in 1941, Azab worked
as a lawyer at the high court of appeal, state council and
criminal court, a position thathad beenrestricted, until then,
to men. She became involved in politics in the 60s and
served as secretary general of the Socialist Union.
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Neam El-Baz - Jbll i daaf ani
(1935 -)

In 1964, Ne’am El Baz a.k.a Mama Ne’am started her career
as a journalistin Akhbar Al Youm newspaper. Sheadvanced
in her positions to become editor of the children section in
the newspaper, and in “Al-Geel” Magazine. She authored
several books and won a lot of awards, of which the most

important was “Mostafa & Ali Ameen Award” for one of her
children’s books.
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Taheya Carioca — S g\S 43l
(1915-1999)

Actress and belly dancer Taheya Carioca was described by
Edward Said, professor ofliterature at Colombia University, as
“not only a belly dancer, but an artist who played a role in
shaping Egypt's modern culture.” In 1956, Taheya Carioca’s
movie Shabab Imraat (Youth of a Woman) was screened at the
CannesFilm Festival. Taheyais seen in the photo with actresses
Kim Novak with Susan Hayward at the festival.
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Laila Doss - (#9 (o]
(1921 -)

Leila Doss joined the UN in 1947, and was the first woman to
work for the UN radio division in the Middle East. She worked
with the UN for 36 years and had advanced to the position of
assistant UN secretary. Before joining the UN, she worked as a
radio presenter for the Egyptian Broadcasting Corporation and
as professor of English literature and creative writing at the
University of Cairo.
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Lili Doss - 0499 (o (A
(1917 - 2015)

Born in Assuit to an affluent family, she was the daughter of
Tawfik Pasha Doss, the famous politician and a leader of Alwafd
party.In 1936, she founded, together with other women, an NGO
to help poor families after the TB outbreak in Egypt. Her NGO
assisted hospitals in combating the choreaoutbreakin the 40s, and
played an instrumental role during the wars of 1956,1967,1973, in
helping families of soldiers and veterans across Egypt.
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Essmat Mohsen El Eskandarany
(NS Cpna Cranas
(1898 — 1973)

In 1948, Eskandarany a.k.a. Om El Baharia (The Mother of the
Navy) donated a fully equipped naval ship to the Egyptian navy.
She also donated her house in Alexandria to the navy and willed
all her money and property to the naval academy.
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Zeinab Ezzat — < i)
(1922 - 2016)

A pioneersocial worker, Zeinab Ezzat was the secretary general of
the Egyptian Red Crescent, an organization she had started her
volunteer work with at the age of 14. She was president of Save the
Childhood Association and the Association of Social Reform. She
also founded and directed Al Hanan Association for Social Service
and the Productive Families Association, which was formed to train
jobless women with no income on variousskills, and help them sell
their products.
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Fawzia Fahim — ax 42 o8
(1931 -)

Professor of biochemistry at Ain Shams University, and an
environmental biologist, Fawzia Fahim was known for her work
on the anti-tumoral effects of snake venom and iodoacetate. She
received her PhD from Birmingham University, England, in 1965.
She chaired the Department of Biology and Natural Sciences,
Institute of Environmental Studies and Research, at Ain Shams
University from 1983 to 1989.
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Aida Fahmy — ¢ ule

In 1946, Aida Fahmy was the first woman to join a union, and to
become a member of the board of directors of a workers' union. She
was among the pioneers who demanded equal pay for equal work.
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Farida Fahmy — ¢ 84 2
(1940-)

Fahmy in a performance by Reda Dance Troupe, the Egyptian
folkloric dance company founded in 1959 by her husband Ali
Reda.In 1965, King Hussein of Jordan awarded Fahmy the Star of
Jordan.In 1967, Egypt's President Nasser awarded her the Order of
Arts and Science. She received the Order of Tunisia in 1973.
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Amal Fahmy — (2¢2 Ju
(1926-)

Amal Fahmy was the first woman to head the Middle East Radio
Stationin 1964.She joined the Egyptian Broadcasting Corporation
and worked as a radio presenterin 1951. She introduced Ramadan
Quizzes to the radio. Her program "At the Intersection”, which she
hosted formore than 50 years was featured in the Guinness Book of

World Records.
(Caption: Amal Fahmy interviewing former Minister of Defence Abdel Hakim Amer - 1950s)
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Asmaa Fahmi — u.a@ s Lo
(1906-1956)

A leaderin the Egyptian Suffragette Movement and an advocate for
girl’s education, Fahmi received her BA in history and her MA in
educational psychology from the University of London in 1937. She
donated the land of the first girls’ collage, to encourage
conservative families to send their daughters for higher
education. She was the first female member of the board of Ain
Shams University and the VP of “Daughter of the Nile” party,
founded and headed by Doreya Shafik. She was among the first
women who fought for women’s right to vote.
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Nemat Ahmed Fouad - 3153 daa) ciland
(1926 — 2016)

The prominent writer and author, Nemat Fouad, a.k.a. Daughter of
the Nile, was the first female student to rank number one in the
national high school exams. She received her PhD in Arabic
literature in 1959. Fouad authored many books, among which are
“Om Kulthum and the Nile” and “To My Daughter”, which was
translated to English by the UNESCO.
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Fayrouz — Js#
(1943 — 2016)

Fayrouz starred in her first movie at the age of 7. She was an
exceptional child movie star who became known as the Egyptian
Shirely Temple.
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Queen Farida — 33 4slall
(1921 — 1988)

Born Safinaz Zulficar, she was
the first wife of King Farouk
and the queen of Egypt for
nearly eleven years. Queen
Farida and King Farouk first
met on a royal trip to London
in 1937. They married on 20
January 1938. She was
renamed Farida in accordance
with the tradition initiated by
King Fuad I, where names of

members of the royal family
should start with the letter “F”.
Queen Farida had three daughters and was divorced in 1948.

During the late 1960s, she began painting and had personal
exhibitions in Europe and USA.
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Fatma Fathy - @3 Aokl

Egypt’s first female botanist. Fatma studied botany in
London in 1932, when women were not allowed to join
Egyptian universities yet. After her return to Egypt, she
worked at the ministry of education. She advanced in her
position, until she retired as deputy minister of education.
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Neffisa Al Ghamrawi — (s §) ]! A
(1918 - 2001)

The first female dean of a university of physical education. Al
Ghamarawiwas a swimmer, hockey player and a gymnast. She
was also a pioneer in basketball and she founded the first
woman basketball team for the National Club.
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Sanaa Gamil - J2> sUw
(1930 -2002)

One of the best Egyptian theater actresses, Sanaa Gamil played a
number of roles on the French Stage for La Comedie Francaise. In
1961, she won best supporting actress award at the Moscow Film
Festival for her role in the movie Bidaya wa Nihaya (A Beginning
and an End) based on a novel by Nobel Prize winner Naguib
Mahfouz. Omar Sharif played the leading role.
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Ragaa El Gedawy - il sla

In 1959, El Gedawy was given her first role in the famous Egyptian
movie The Call of the Nightingale, as an award for winning The
Cotton Beauty Pageant. While still in collage, the Greek Egyptian
designer Pierre Klofass saw her modeling in a fashion show, and
hired her, to become the first Egyptian model in an industry
dominated until then by Italians and Greeks.
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Eva Habib — < Wy

The first female student at the AUC (1928 - 1931). Habib chose
journalism for her career. After her graduation, she worked as
editor in chief of Al- Misriyyah Magazine, founded by feminist
leader Hoda Shaarawi. She held this position from 1937 to 1942,
when the pressures of war forced the closure of the magazine.
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Bahiga Hafez — Bl Aoy
(1908 — 1983)

Widely regarded as one of
Egypt’s pioneers in movie
industry, Hafiez wrote,
acted, produced, directed
and composed music to
many movies. She studied
music at the AFI
Conservatory in Paris and
composed her first piece of

music with her name

Bahiga. She was also the
first Egyptian to record music on a turntable disc in 1926. Hafez
tounded Lighthouse Film, a movie production company and played
the lead role in the first Egyptian silent movie Zainab in 1930.
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Inas Hakki — (&> (i)
(1930 - 2009)
Inas Hakki studied law and was the first Egyptian female
swimmer.In 1955, she became the world champion after winning
the first long distance swimming championship in France.
President Nasser awarded her the Presidential First Degree
Medallion for her achievements.

(Photo with husband Adel Khairy, actor)
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Tahia Halim — asls 43
(1919 - 2003)

Tahia Halim is one of the pioneer artists of Modern Expressive
Movement. She studied at Cairo’s Academy of Fine Arts and
joined the Académie Julian in Paris between 1949 and 1951. She
had developed a personal style in art which came to be known as
folkloric impressionism. In 1958, she became the first female to
win the Guggenheim prize, and the Guggenheim Museum in
New York later purchased Halim’s painting ‘Hanan’
(‘Tenderness’).
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Dr. Farkhonda Hassan — Cy BAi4 8
(1930 -)

A geology professor, scientist, politician, and women rights activist.
She was elected to the parliament in 1979 and served to 1984. She
also served on the Second House of the Egyptian Parliament (the
Shura Council). Hassan co - chaired the Gender Advisory Board of
the United Nations commission and was the former Secretary
General of the National Council for Women.
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Faten Hamama —4alea (yild
(1931- 2015)

The “Dame of the Arabic Cinema,” was Faten Hamama’s unofficial
title thataccompanied her throughouther life. Her movies shed the
light on womenissuesand shaped the lives of women in Egypt and
the Arab world for generations. All her movies in the last twenty
years of her wife were dedicated to women’s issues. She played
leading roles in more than one hundred movies. Seven of her
movies were included in the top best one-hundred films in the
history of Egyptian cinema.
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Dr. Amina El Hefny - (Aad) i)

In 1950, El Hefny graduated as a mechanical engineer from King
Fouad’sengineering school (University of Cairo). She obtained her
masters in engineering management in 1961 from America, to
become the first Egyptian with a degree in this field. In 1970 she got
her Ph.D. from Germany.
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Ratiba Hefny — () A
(1931 - 2013)

An Egyptian and an international opera singer (Soprano), El Hefny
performedin more than 500 opera performances. She was the dean
of the Higher Institute of Arabic Music in Cairo and became the
first female director of the Cairo Opera House in 1988. She also
gave hersinging voice to Snow White in the Arabic dubbed version
of Disney’s Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs.
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Salwa Hegazy — oo s sl
(1933 - 1973)

One of the first graduates of the Higher Institute of Art Critique. In
1960, she was one of the pioneer French news presenters in the
Egyptian National Television, and hosted famous children show. In
1964, Salwa Hegazy won the gold medal from the French Academy
of Poetry for her collection of poemsin French “Ombres et Clarté”,
"Shadows and Light". In 1965, she also won the gold medal in the
French international poetry contest. Hegazy died in a tragic plane
crash afterher plane was shot down by Israeli jet fighters over the
occupied territory of Sinai.
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Manar Abou Heif
i gl jlia

Manar Abouheif studied
music and opera at the Royal
Academy of Music in
London. She sang operatic
parts in international song
festivals and other venues
including opera
performances at the Italian
7 | _ Cultural Center "Dante
Lf.'::’;iﬁ; B | Kb’ Alighieri" in Alexandria in

1967, for which she received

critical acclaim. In 1963, she

founded a band and a choir
“Youth  Melodies”. She
conducted orchestras and directed several dance performances and

musicals.
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Aziza Hussein — (e 8 33 &
(1919-2015)

A pioneer in women rights advocacy and development, Aziza
Hussein founded the Cairo Family Planning Association, where she
served as president.In 2000, she received the International Planned
Parenthood Federation (IPPF) award for her pioneering work in
advocating family planning. Aziza was the first Egyptian and Arab
woman to address the General Assembly at the UN. She helped
draft the UN Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of
Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW) in 1979 — now the main
reference for women'’s rights.
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Source: Al Mosawar Magazine, 1962

Azza Tbrahim —a®) x) 3

The first woman to work in a gas station was a high school
studentin Alexandria. She worked during the summer holidays
and received a salary of LE 7.00 per month.
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Hawaa Idris — o«9) &)
(1909 - 1988)

Hawa Idris pioneered in social services from the 1930s to the late
1950s. She joined the women'’s liberation movement and was a
leading member in the Egyptian Women Union, founded by her
cousin Hoda Shaarawi in 1923. She founded and headed a group
called Sisters of the Arab Union. Idris was especially concerned
with caring for families in poor suburbs, and providing care for
children in orphanages. She represented Egyptian women in
several conferences in China, Jordan, Lebanon and Sudan.
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Kamilia Ibrahim Abdel Fattah — Ul e a) ) Llals

A pioneer in the field of child psychology, Dr. Ibrahim was the
founder and first dean of the High Institute of Childhood Studies
Center, Ain ShamsUniversity. In 1997, she was chosen as woman
of the yearin Who's Who UK encyclopedia. In 1998, she became a
member of the art consultantcommittee at the National Center for
Child and Motherin 1998. She’s the chief editor of The Psychology
Magazine and
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Dr. Magda Iskandar — J3iSa) 3aala 2

On her return from the US in 1984, Dr. Iskander discovered that
ultrasound wasnot availablein Egypt. She established ultrasound
departments in several Cairo hospitals, and trained the young
specialists. Dr. Iskander is a co-founder of the Health and Hope
Oasis, Egypt’sfirst supportive care center for children with cancer
and their families, in Wadi El Natroun.In 2011, she was granted an
honorary membership to the Clinton Global Initiative.
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Princess Fatma Ismail - 25 L) 4akald 3 ¥
(1853 — 1920)

In 1914 Princess Fatma, daughter of KhedeiveIsmail, donated all
herjewelry for the construction of Fouad I University. She then
endowed the revenue from 658 acres of her land to be spent on
the university.
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Samha El Kholy — (53 daau
(1925 - 2006)

Renowned Egyptian musician and composer. She received her
doctorate in music from the University of Edinburgh in Scotland. In
1958, she became the first musicologist on the faculty of the newly
opened Cairo Conservatoire, which she later became its dean in
1972. She also served as the Presidentof the Academy of Arts (1982
-1985).
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Mounira El Mahdeya — 43¢l 3 _ia
(1885 — 1965)

The actress and singer, better known as the "Sultana of
Entertainment” or "The Sultana", was the leading Egyptian singer
between the two wars, WWI and WWILI. (Photo: Cover of Al Hossan Magazine)
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Soad Maher — _Als
(1917 — 1996)
Soad Maherreceived her PhD in Islamic Anthropology from Cairo
University in 1954. She founded the first faculty of Anthropology in

Egypt at Cairo University, and became its first female dean from
1974-1977.
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Shahenda Maklad — M8 5aigd
(1938 — 2016)

A fighter for human rights, Shahenda Maklad became known as
the “Mother of Farmers” for her commitment to the peasants and
her continuous support for social equality. As a relentless
activist, she spent her life defending the rights of the poor and
the marginalized. After the 1967 setback, she joined the popular
resistance with other volunteers.
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Balsam Abdel Malek - &lall & acdy
(??7 -1938)

In 1920, Abdel Malek published her magazine “The Egyptian
Woman” with the Pharaonic Queen Nefert on the cover of the
firstissue. Her reason was that the magazine would represent the

real Egyptian women. The magazine stayed in circulation until
the death of its founder in October 1938.
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Hoda Al Marasy — (ol all
(1939-1992)

Ambassador Al Marasy was the first woman to join the Foreign
Servicein 1961.She started her diplomatic mission as an attaché in
Paris. She later served in Senegal and then Rome where she

advanced in her postuntil she became the ambassador to Italy. She
served in Rome until the early 90s.
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Zahia Marzouk - (394 421
(1906 — 1988)

Zahia Marzouk, a pioneer social
worker in Alexandria. She
founded the first family
planning (FP) association and
the Happy Child Association,
which was later named after
her. After finishing her high
school diploma, she received a
scholarship to study child’s
educational behavior in the UK
(1923-1929). She also won a
contest to study child behavior
at Harvard. She worked at the
Ministry of Social Affairs where
she restructured it to include departments for the childrenand the
elderly. She was the first woman to talk about family planningin a
public conference in 1936, and the first president of the NGO
administrations in the ministry until 1949.
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Linda Massoud — 2§ Jai

Linda Masoud, obtained her certification as the first flying
instructorin 1944. In the picture, she sits in the center, in her flying
uniform among members of the Women's Political Party celebrating
her achievement.
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Marcelle Matta — ~a Ja la

Renowned pianist Marcelle Matta was the first Egyptian piano
professor appointed at the Cairo Conservatory. Today, she is the
head of the piano department. She was also the first Egyptian
pianist to perform in the old Cairo Opera House, and the first
female pianist to join the Cairo Symphony Orchestra. During her
career, she has mentored many Egyptian talented pianists who
have made successful careers in Egypt and abroad.

) 5l i S 2gna (B a3l o (5 pae il M) I 8 e el
g Sl g Jol QS sgadl) B (5 pan sily and Gy Joly s_aldl
g al &y peae il A8l Joly Al 4y padll 1ag¥) s (A e
Go daall Loy cand alad igall Wl pie JBA S stasall a0 | jiuS )

TIN5 pean 1S lalad | BY (Al G el gl ASle el



Women of qu/,az - 20l7

Widad Mitry Antoun - Okl 5 e 3139

(1927 -2007)
Widad Antoun was the first and only woman elected to the Student
Union at the University of Cairo in 1952. In the same year, she
joined the Women's Popular Resistance Committee, founded by
Siza Nabarawi, to coordinate women’s efforts in the resistance
movement against the British. She also fought for women’s right to
vote.
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Aziza Moharam — a3 33
(1919 — 1997)

Captain Moharam studied aviation in 1935 and became a flying
instructor. After 22,000 hours of flying, she was qualified to
became the first Egyptian female chief flying instructor. In 1967,
she became the first female managing director of a civil aviation
institute in the world.
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Malak Mohamed — a3 éla
(1902 - 1983)

A singer and a composer who started her career singing cover
versions for Monira El Mahdey. She started singing professionally
in 1925 and performed in several musicals.In 1930, she formed her
own theatrical troupe and performed on the stage of El Bosfour
Theaterin Cairo.In 1941, She opened her own theater and called it
“Malak Opera House” and produced several musicals. She retired
after her theater was destroyed in the 1952 Cairo fire.
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Hemat Mostafa — Alas Ciad
(1927 — 1995)

Hemat Mostafa was the first television presenter people saw on
their television screens, and the
first to read the news. She joined
the political department at the
Egyptian Radio Broadcasting
Corporation in 1951 where she
also read the news. She was
among the pioneers who worked
at the television after its launch
in 1960, and became the director
of the news and political affairs
in 1978. She conducted exclusive
live interviews with President
Sadat, on various occasions, at
his village residence in Meet
Aboul Kom, Monofeya, the most

famous was on his birthday.
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Safia Al Mohandes - (wtigall L
(1922-2007)

Al Mohandes worked for the Egyptian radio in 1947 and was the
first female voice to be heard by Egyptians on the radio. She
presented the famous program Rabat el-Boyout (Housewives) and
in 1965, she became the director of women's programs in the
Egyptianradio. She became the presidentand chair of the Egyptian
Radio Broadcasting Corporation in 1975, the first woman to hold
this position.
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Nabaweya Moussa — (44 Ay 52
(1886 — 1951)

A pioneerin women's education in Egypt, Nabaweya Moussa was
the first female student to get a high school diploma in 1907, and
the only Egyptian girl to have this degree for the following21 years.
Women's education was her main cause and she fought for it for
nearly forty years (1904-1946). She was the first headmistress of a
girl's school.
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Sameera Moussa — s 4 5 jtam
(1917 — 1952)

An Egyptian nuclear physicist, Moussa received her PhD in atomic
radiation from the U.K. and organized the Atomic Energy for Peace
Conference. She died in a car crash in California, USA in 1952.
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Siza Nabarawy — 8 )s | jaw
(1897 — 1985)

Secretary of Hoda Sharawi, the leader of the Egyptian Suffragette
Movement. Together, they organized and attended women
conventions in Egypt and abroad. They were the first women to
remove their veil in public, after returning from a women’s
convention in Rome in 1923. She became the president of the
International Democratic Women Union in Berlin and led the
Egyptian Feminist Union after the death of Sharawi.
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Lotfia El Nadi — sl 4dkt
(1907 — 2002,

In 1933, at the age of 26, El Nadi became the first Egyptian woman
to earn a pilot’s license. She was among the youngest around the
world to achieve their dream of flying.
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Effat Nagi — (U i
(1905-1994)

A distinguished artist whose art is sold in galleries and auctions
worldwide. She studied fresco and mural paintings in Rome,
Italy, from 1947 to 1950. Nagi was the first artist whose works
were housed in the Museum of Modern Art in Cairo in 1928.

After herdeath, herhouse in Cairo was transformed into one of
the most important art museums of Cairo.
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Amany Nashed — 24U (Al
(1935 - 1980)

A renowned television anchor in the 60s and 70s, Amany Nashed
was among the pioneers who worked in the television after its
launch in 1960. She was sent on a scholarship to Germany to study
television art. With her overwhelming presence and charisma,
during her short career, she presented some of the most notable
entertainment program and was known for her distinguished
interviews with famous musicians and movie stars. She died after a
short battle with cancer at the age of 42.
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Kawkab Hefny Nassef — <l (. S ¢S
(1905 - 1999)

J
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In 1922, Kawkab Nassef
received a scholarship to
study medicine in Britain,
together with five other
female students. She became
the first female surgeon in
Egypt. In 1933, she was hired
at  Kitchener’'s  Charity
Hospital, and worked there
for 30 years. She was its first
director after its name was
changed to Shubra General
Hospital and was the first
Egyptian  female  chief
physician. She also founded
the first nursing school and
was the first female physician

to join the syndicate of medical doctors.
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Malak Hefni Nasif - <l  Ada élla
(1886 — 1918)

Malak Hefny Nassef, a.k.a Bahethat Al Badey (Desert Researcher)
was a writer, an advocate for social reform and a pioneer suffragist
in the early 20th century. She was the first Egyptian woman to
publicly call for the liberation of women. At the Nationalist
Congress in 1911, she issued the first set of feminist demands,
which included women’s right to education and work.
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Nazira Nicola — ¥ ¢ 5 _ulad
(1902- 1990)

The most celebrated chef in Egypt and the Arab world, and
author of the first cooking book and encyclopedia in Arabic. In
1929, she received her degree in culinary arts and needle work
from the University of Gloucester in England. She taught home
economics classes at "Saneya Girls School" in Egypt. From
teachingand writing books "Abla Nazeera" started a radio show.
Her recipes were also published in the weekly women's
magazine, Eve.
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Om Kolthom — a $iI ai
(2?7 -1975)

The Egyptian Diva was not only the first woman to become the
president of the musicians’ syndicate, but it was also her idea. In
1942, after winning the election against musician and singer
Mohamed Abdel Wahab, she headed the syndicate of musicians
for 7 years.
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Sahir El Qalamawy — (s steldll g
(1911- 1997)

A celebrated writer, politician and feminist activist in 1929 El
Qalamawy was the only woman studying literature at the
University of King Fouad. In 1956, she became the first Egyptian
woman to earn a PhD in Arabic literature, and the first woman
hired as a lecturerby the university. She was also the first female
to chair the department of Arabic literature at Cairo University.
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Fathia Nkrumah - Lag_ S datd
(1932 — 2007)

The First Lady of the newly independent Ghana. Fathia, wife of
Kwame Nkrumabh, its” first president, was born Fathia Rizk in
Cairo. The couple got married in Ghana on New Year’s Eve,
1957-1958. Nkrumah was a young wife and mother of three
young children when her husband was overthrown in Ghana's
military coup d'état in 1966. She moved back to Cairo, with her
children while her husband went into exile.
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Aisha Abdel Rahman - (ra ) & ddile
(1913 - 1998)

Professor of literature, author and literary critic, Aisha Abdel
Rahman published under the penname Bint al-Shati "Daughter of
the shore".In 1939, Aisha received her BA in Arabic literature from
Cairo University and her PhD in 1950. She wrote fiction as well as
biographies of early Muslim women. Though she did not consider
herself a feminist, her works reflected feminist themes.
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Mofida Abdel Rahman — (»a i & 3aida
(1914 - 2002)

In 1939, Abdel Rahman graduated from law school to become
Egypt’s and the Arab world’s first female lawyer. She opened her
law firm and practiced law overa span of six decades, and was the
tirst female lawyer to appear in front of a military tribunal.
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Tawhida Abdel Rahman - () &8 s gl

In 1922, King Fouad sent six honor female students on scholarships
to study medicine in Britain; to become the base for Egyptian
doctors. Tawhida Abdel Rahman was one of them. After finishing
her education and upon returning to Egypt, she was hired at
Kitchener’s Charity Hospital, which is now Shubra General
Hospital. She was among the first female physicians hired by the
Egyptian government.
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Notaila Ibrahim Rashed — 2/ m
(1934 - 2012)

Notaila Rashed, a.ka. Mama Lobna was a pioneer of Egyptian
children’sliterature and the formereditorin chief of Samir, the first
Egyptian comicmagazine forboys. She held this position since the
magazine was founded in 1956 until 2002. She started writing for
children while in college, and her first collection of stories was
published in 1953. She also translated children’s classics into
Arabic, including Swell’s ‘Black Beauty’. She received several state
awards for children’s literature and journalism.
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Aisha Rateb — <1 dile
(1928 — 2013)

A lawyer, politician, human rights and women's activist, Aisha
Rateb served as Minister of Social Affairs from 1974 to 1977. She
was also appointed as Egypt's first female ambassador where she
led the diplomaticmission in Denmark and West Germany. Rateb
received herPhDin international lawin 1955, and became the head
of International Law Department at Cairo University.
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Amina Rizk — 3 4isl
(1910-2003)

At the age of 14, Amina Rizk won a supporting role in a stage
production of ‘Rasputin’ produced by Ramses Theatrical
Troupe. Her outstanding performance made her a valued member
of the company, acting in approximately 500 plays until the
company’sdissolutionin 1944.In 1928, Rizk embarked on a movie
career that spanned eight decades. In 1991, Rizk became the first
female artist to be appointed to the Shura Council, the lower
legislative body of the Egyptian government.
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Fatma Roushdy - 4 dablé
(1908 — 1996)

An iconic figure in Egyptian theater and film in the 1920s and
1930s, Roushdy became known as “Sarah Bernhardt of the East.”
She co-founded a movie production company and became famous
in cinema for her leading role in the 1939 film Determination.
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Nawal El Saadawi - ') J)
(1931-)

A physician, feminist writer and activist, Saadawi graduated from
medical school in 1954. She has published 40 books that were
translated to 35 languages. Many of her books were about women
in Islam, paying particular attention to the practice of female genital
mutilation. She has received many awards and honorary degrees.
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Amina El Said - L) 4]
(1914-1995)

A pioneer of women journalism and a women rights activist,
Amina El Said was former secretary of the journalist’s syndicate
and former secretary general of the Pan-Arab League Women's
Union. Shejoined the youth wing of the Egyptian Feminist Union
at the age of 14. She was among the first three women to attend
King Fouad University in 1931 and earned a degree in English
literature in 1935. She became chief editor of the women’s
magazine Hawaa (Eve) in 1954 and chief editor of Al Musawar
magazine in 1973.
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Doria Shafik - (385 a0
(1908 — 1975)

A feminist, writer, editor, and a leader of the Egyptian suffragette
movement in the 1940s. In 1951, she led a women’s march to the
Parliament and a three-hour sit-in. In 1954, Shafik undertook an
eight-day hunger strike, in protest over the no representation of
women in the constitutional committee and to demand the right for
women tovote. As a result of Shafik's efforts women were granted
the right to vote under the constitution of 1956.
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Dr. Helena Sidarous — (9w Lalad 3
(1904 — 1998)

After graduating from Londonmedical school in 1930, Sidarous
returned to Egypt to work in Kitchener hospital, and performed
deliveries and surgical operations. She was the first female
Egyptian doctor to open her own private clinic.
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Dr. Lafteya El Sabe’a — &) 4dl )
(1935 — 2013).

With hermedical degree in OBG, Lafteya El Sabe’a, worked for the
Egyptian State Television and pioneered in medical media. She
presented the first health program in Egypt and the Arab world
and introduced public awareness ads on television. She received a
PhD in OBG and in Health Media from the UK in 1977. Dr. Lafteya
advanced in her administrative posts and was appointed Head of
Health and Population Sector. A prominent OBG, she also had her
private practice.
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Dr. Zainab El Sobk — (Sl by 2
(1924 -)

Founder of the blood bank, Zeinab El Sobky received her bachelor’s
degree in surgery in 1946, and received her master’s degree in blood
banks from Washington University. El Sobky was head of the
Cancer Society in 1959 and a member of the Doctor’s Union. She
was elected to the parliament in 1979 and served until 1984. She
received the Medal of Merit of the First Degree, and the Order of
Merit from the Ministry of Higher Education.
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Munira Sabet — <l 3 jia
(1906- 1967)

A pioneer in political writing and the first female chief editor of a
political newspaper. In 1933, Munira Sabet was the first Egyptian
woman to receive a bachelor degree in law from the French law
school. She became the first Arab female to register as a lawyer
before the mixed courts. In 1926, she published a daily and a
weekly newspaper in French, and was the first women to join the
national syndicate of journalists.
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Mounira Sabry — < 3 jiia

The girl scoutsstarted their activities in a few schools in Egypt in
1925, but were not formally accredited until 1929, when Sabry
started training young leaders to work as guides. In 1932, Sabry
represented the Egyptian Girl Scouts Association for the first time
at the World Conference in Geneva.
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Magda Saleh — gdla 32als

A graduate of the Bolshoi
Academy of Ballet in
Moscow and the Higher
Institute of Ballet at the
Academy of Arts of
Egypt, Saleh was the
Prima Ballerina of the
Russian-trained = Cairo
Ballet Company, which
was established in 1966.
She was also the senior
professorand dean of the
Higher Institute of Ballet
and founding Director of
the New Cairo Opera
House.

Magda Saleh in "Don Quixote"
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Fadila Tawfik — (355 docad
(1929 -)
Fadila Tawfik a.k.a Abla Fadila presented the most famous
children’s radio program “A Song and A Story”. She graduated
from the faculty of law and joined the Egyptian Radio in 1953,
where she became a news presenter. In 1959, she hosted the
children’s program and it became her long-life career.
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Aisha Timour — et ddils
(1840-1902)

Along with other women
feminists of her era, Timour
campaigned for girls’
education. She wrote poetry
in  Arabic, Turkish and
Persian. Her poems mourning
her daughter who died at the
age of twelve, are considered
among the best in that genre
in modern times. Aisha is
commemorated by having
one of the newly

discovered craters on the
planet Venus named after her.
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Charlotte Wassef — «ial g & ¢ L

Egyptian Charlotte Wassef was crowned Miss Universe in
1935, in Brussels, Belgium.
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Esther Fahmy Wissa —basg (g2 Jiu
(1895 - 1990)

A feminist and a political activist from a young age, Wissa
participated in the 1919 demonstrations against the British
Occupation. She joined Hoda Shaarawi’s committee at Al Wafd
Party and became famous for her political views. She wrote several
newspaper articles addressed to Lord Allenby, British High
Commissioner to Egypt and the Sudan, to release Saad Zaghloul and
other political detainees from prison. In 1924, she founded a society
called “Working for Egypt,” and headed it until 1962. Wissa was
awarded the Order of Virtue in 1969.
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Sophie Wissa — bz A 3a

Sophie Wissa is an artist, a weaverand co-founder of Ramzy Wissa
Wassef Center for the Arts. In 1948, together with her husband,
they started the Art Center in the village of Harrania to teach the
villagers weavingtapestry. After the death of her husband in 1974,
she took charge of the center. She also mentored the artists whom
herhusband had started training to become the first generation of
weaving artists. She built a Weaving Museum in the garden of the
center, which exhibits Wissa Wassetf’s collection of art and tapestry,
and shows the development of the weavers since the early days of
the project. The museum also includes some of her collection.
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Lucy Yacoub — < giag (ol
(1935-2012)

Celebrated writer, translator and journalist, Lucy Yaacoub wrote
more than 120 books and translated many English classics. Yacoub
was the only femalejournalistwho covered the official ceremony of
the Sinai handover, after its liberation in the early eighties. She
received several awards as a writer, translator and cultural figure.
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Rose El Youssef — < gl 39
(1898-1958)

One of the renowned stars of Egyptian theatre at the turn of the century;
Rose El Youssef published a weekly magazine in 1925, which initially
started as an art magazine. The publication soon launched into politics and
social criticism. Rose Al-Youssef magazine remains one of the most
popular and widely circulated weeklies.
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Hamdia Mahmou(} Zahran
OVR ) A gana dadaa
(1933 -)

The former Vice Dean of Helwan University and a former member
of the lower house of representatives, Dr. Zahran was the first

Egyptian woman to receive a PhD in Economics and Political
Science in 1970.
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Hikmat Abu Zaid — &) §3) ceaSa
(1922 -2011)

Abu Zaid was a politicianand academic. In 1962, PresidentNasser

appointed her minister of social affairs, to became the first female
cabinet ministerin Egypt.

il e Jlea il giie ¢V ATY ale 8 DaaalSTpdanlin o 1) gl Cula
s (B )5 Guaie A Baw J o) il LeLaa¥) 5l 5y )



Women of Sg%a - 20l7

Laila El Zayat - <L 3 A
(1923 - 1996)
Author Latifa El Zayat was also a political activist and a pioneer
in women’s movement. In 1945, she co-founded The League of
University and Institutes for Young Women. She chaired the
department of English literature at the Women’s Collage, Ain
Shams University and served as director of the Egyptian Arts
Academy. El Zayat won the inaugural Naguib Mahfouz Medal
for Literature in 1996 for her novel "The Open Door" published in
1960, and which was adapted into a movie with the same name.
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Loula Zakalama — 488} Y !

In 1962, Zakalama established the first private advertising
company in Egypt. She was ranked number 48 among the 200
most powerful Arab women on Forbes list in 2014, and was
honored as one of the 50 women who influenced the Egyptian
economy in 2015.

Al ) Gl 1y peae ) A5 g BB V) il VAT e 3
ebtﬁ;"WJﬁ"yA@ﬁS\f\Y" LSJg‘UAi/\ é)%mﬂ\@ﬁ;\
b s YISyl (00) el e Lew S5 23 SIS, (Y4 €

X010 e (g pead) sLaByl



Women of SW;' - 20l7

Safia Zaghloul — Jsi& ) 4da
(1876-1946)

Zaghloul was an Egyptian renowned political activist and
amongthe early members of the Wafd Party. After the exile
of her husband, Saad Zaghloulin 1919, she became a central
figure of the party, and her home a meeting point for the
party members. She became known as Umm al-Misriyyin
(The Mother of the Egyptians) and her home in Cairo was
called as "Bayt al-Umma" (the House of the Nation).
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